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into prominence. In Franco's colonial eyes it
assumed an exaggerated importance. And now
personal grievances were added to his troubles.
He realised that his Balearic appointment was only
the thin end of the wedge in an attempt to under-
mine his influence and prestige. If this was typical
of party politics in a free state, what was to become
of responsible government ?
He found no answer to his question except in
his own person. Xo one else seemed to be doing
anything to uphold the principles of justice and
discipline as he understood them, so it was up to
him to give the lead. Franco had a vision of himself
as a politician. This time his rise to supremacy
would be even more spectacular than his military
career. With words for ammunition, he would lead
a new army to a victory for the honour of Spain,
that should eclipse even his own African triumphs.
But Franco was not blind to realities, and the
more he considered his plan to enter politics, the
more he was forced to realise the unstiitability of it.
Between his own qualities and the qualities necessary
to success in contemporary politics, the gulf conld
not be bridged. He consoled himself with the
nobility of his own calling, and perhaps with vague
dreams of another kind of victory, if ever the
necessity to save Spain from the politicians should
become acute.
Later, when Franco's political intentions were
rumoured in the capital, the Popular Action Party